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President’s Message

The following is a Proposal For A New Constitution:

The last printed copy of the Society’s Constitution | can find in my files is dated
November 16, 1985. It has been amended since then, most recently at our
November, 1995, annual meeting. The precise wording of the amendments was
left to the Secretary, and | do not have an official, coherent copy of the document
by which we are governed.

In early 1996 (I had just been elected President), | attempted to amend my copy
to conform with the amendments 1 know about, and | noticed our piecemeal
approach to amending it had created conflicts and anomalies. For example, one
amendment required the addition to the Board of the immediate past President
and two members at large to be elected in staggered terms and serving two
years. The presence on the Board of at least two people who had been there the
previous year would lend continuity to the Board - a good move. However, lan-
guage requiring the annual election of the entire Board was not changed.

For this reason, | have undertaken to clean up the document. | have changed the
language somewhat and rearranged some of the paragraphs so that related
maiters are together. | have also incorporated some changes | feel should be
made. The following discussion covers the substantive alterations and the
reasons why.

First of all, the 1985 version described the elected officers as President,
Secretary/Treasurer, Editor, and a Field Research Coordinator. These four offic-
ers were to constitute the Board, and the quorum for meetings was set at three.
The 1995 amendments separated the Secretary and Treasurer functions and
added two members at large and the immediate past President, making a total of
eight.

Untouched was a sentence to the effect that iThe duties of each officer shall be
those normally pertaining to the respective office.l | can stretch this job descrip-
fion to cover the four officers described in 1985, but the 1995 changes adds
people who not officers in the usual sense of the word. The President, the
Secretary, and the Treasurer are clearly officers with normally defined duties, but
the added four and the Editor should be described as Board members not offic-
ers. See the proposed Constitution’s Article 4.

Secondly, the 1985 version required the appointment'of a Nominating Committee
to consider candidaies and secure from them a written statement of their willing-
ness to serve. In 1995, we changed that to allow the Board, at the morning
meeting just an hour or so before the Annual Meeting, to select the candidates. |
think this is wrong. .
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A Board meeting is a fairly chaotic event. We meet
but once a year, and there are many subjects to cover.
The meeting is over, not when everything has been
thoroughly discussed and judiciously decided, but
when the big hand catches the little hand on the hour
of noon. Last year | violated the new amendment by
asking Bill Black to chair a Nominating Commitiee. He
came up with a slate - and we in the Board meeting
had more time for other things. | intend appointing a
committee again this year to bring candidates to the
membership for a vote - | feel the Constitution as it
now stands does not prohibit this. My plea here is that
we REQUIRE a committee be appointed. Our leaders
for the coming year should be chosen carefuily, with
attention to skills and willingness to serve, not hastily.

Other than a few cosmetic changes not discussed
here, that’s it. You might want to dig your old copy out
and compare, just to be sure, but | donit think | did
anything else of great note.

lhave asked our Editor to publish this well in advance
of our Annual Meeting in November so that you, the
membership, will have time for a careful perusal. | also
ask that the Board members look it over carefully; it
needs a two-thirds voie of the Board before it can go
to the membership for an up-or-down. If anyone spots
an error or has a counter-argument, please let me
know as soon as possible. You can reach me at

Jim Taylor

4 Tangle Tree Lane
Savannah, Ga 31411
Phone 912-598-0693
e-mail 1_iron@msn.com

Proposed Constitution follows.

CONSTHTUTION OFTHE SOCIETY OF

KENTUCKY LEPIDOPTERISTS
ARTICLE 1: Name.

' This Society shall be known as The Society of
Kentucky Lepidopterists.

ARTICLE 2: Purposs.

a. The purpose of this Society is directed to efforts
and activities that shall enhance, supplement and advance
the growth of scientific knowledge pertaining to the
Lepidoptera of the Commonwealth of Kentucky and sus-
rounding area.

b. As an ancillary function, the Society shall strive
to further communication and other means of social interac-
tion between individuals who share a common interest in
the Lepidoptera.
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ARTICLE 3: Membership.

a. Membership in this Society shall be open to any
person or organization having an interest in the purpose of -
the Society. Membership will terminate upon death, receipt
by the Secretary of a written resignation, or failure 1o pay
dues within six months of the due date.

b. Applications for membership should be made to
the Secretary and should be accompanied by dues for one
calendar year.

ARTICLE 4: Organization.

a. The Officers of this Society shall consist of a
President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. The duties of
each Officer shall be those normally pertaining to the
respective office.

b. The Board of Directors shall consist of the
Officers of the Society, the Editor of the newsletter of the
Society, a Field Research Coordinator, the immediate past
President and two members at-large.

c. With the exception of the immediate past
President and the two members at-large, all Officers and
other Directors shall be elected annually. The two members
at-large shall serve two year terms, with one elected each
year. The President shall appoint a Nominating Commitiee
of three members of the Society. This Committee shall
choose at least one candidate for each office and the other
Board positions and obtain agreement from each candidate
of his willingness to serve. The Committee shall conclude
its work and deliver its nominations to the President prior to
the annual meeting.

d. The Officers and other Directors shall be elected
by the members present at the annual meeting and shall
serve from the following January 1 for a period of one year.

e. Officers and other Directors shall serve without
compensation.

f. The Board of Directors shall meet annually and at
such other times as deemed necessary by the President.
Should a special meeting be called by the President, at least
fifteen days’ notice shall be provided to all other Directors.

g. A quorum at Board meetings is the presence of
more than fifty percent of the Directors.

h. Vacancies in the membership of the Board of
Directors that occur between annual meetings shall be filled
by majority vote of the remaining Directors.

i. The Society's fiscal year will coincide with the
calendar year.

ARTICLE 5: Meetings.

The Society shall hold meetings at times and places
selected by the Board of Directors. All meetings will be
announced in The Kentucky Lepidopterist and will be held
not sooner than thirty days after the notice is mailed. There -
shall be an annual meeting at which Officers and other
Directors are elected. .




ARTICLE 6: Awards.

a: Awards, including grants of Society funds,
may be made to members for outstanding accomplish-
ment relating to the Society's purpose.

b. Awards shall be made pursuant to recom-
mendations by the Board of Directors.

"~ ARTICLE 7: Publications.

The Society shall publish and distribute a news-
letter, The Kentucky Lepidopterist, to the members four
times annually.

ARTICLE 8: Dues.
a. The dues for each year will be set by the
Board for each class of membership.

b. Dues notices will be distributed with the last
issue of each volume of The Kentucky Lepidopterist for
each calendar year.

ARTICLE 9: Policies.

The Society and its members, in carrying out
activities in the support of its purpose, shall be guided
by these policies:

1. The Society wili cooperate with The
Lepidopterists' Society.

2. The Society will encourage scientific publica-
tion by its members. ’

3. The Society will function as a non-profit, non-
political, educational organization. ’

4. The Society will encourage activity by
members who are not professional entomologists.

5. Members of the Society are expected to
follow ethical guidelines relative to collecting as devel-
oped by The Lepidopterists' Society.

6. Members are encouraged to develop infor-
mation on Lepidoptera and forward this to the Editor for
compilation and publication.

7. Members are encouraged to establish affilia-
tions with museums and educational institutions for the
deposit and preservation of specimens.

ARTICLE 10: Amendments.

This Constitution may be amended by a two-
thirds vote of the Board of Directors and ratification by a
majority of the members present at an annual meeting.

ARTICLE 11: Dissolution. :
In the event that this Society should cease to
exist, all of its assets shall be liquidated as follows:
1. All outstanding debts shall be paid promptly.
2. All remaining assets shall be given to The
Lepidopterists' Society.
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PROFILE

This is to be the second in a series of profiles of our
officers and members.

Carolyn Roof - Editor
Never make a suggestion you will find yourself in
charge.

One of these days, | will learn not to make suggestions |
always seem to find myself in charge when  do.

On the otherhand, over the years it has been a learning
experience for me sending me in directions | never
would have thought about otherwise.

As a newly -wed, | would drive my mother-in-law to
garden club meetings and flower shows. The shows
seemed so easy and the meetings fun. Soon | was
enrolled in Flower Show Judges School and found that it
was still fun but designing was not as easy | thought.
Added to that, | knew nothing about plants or gardening.
When asked on one test to name six minor bulbs, | could
not name one. Somehow, | did manage to pass the test
and now am a Master Judge.

Mother-in-law has been growing daffodils since the early
1920s when her father bought property for a nursery
stock farm. We grow 3,000 varieties of daffodils on the
property now known as Jonquilawn. As mother-in-law is
a daffodil judge, that meant | had to be one, too. Since |
am the official chauffeur, wherever she goes, | go.

Garden club activities have led me into environmental
preservation and conservation. At present | am National
Council of State Garden Clubs Land Trust Chairman. It
was because of butterily promotion that 1 became inter-
ested in Land Between the Lakes, a national recreation
area in western Kentucky and Tennessee. | am presi-
dent of the LBL Association. The TVA Chairman Craven
Crowell has chosen this year to separate LBL from TVA,
making it a very interesting year for all of us.

The same butterfly project led me to call William Black,
Jr., president of the Society. He persuaded me to join
the fall field trip to Bayou de Chien. You can not say
“No” to Bill even if it does mean having to buy rubber
boots reminescent of those you had in first grade just to
go out to a swamp to hunt. As apprehensive as | was, it
was fun and | have been hooked since.

Editor’s note:

Your articles, comments, events (write-up along with
dates), etc. are greatly appreciated by the Editor and
members.

Would you also send John Enz, Secretary (and me) your
e-mail address, if you have one? E-mail is new for me, |
love it, as well as the internet. Do you have any pet sites,
share them. (Try Lycos, “Go Get it” - ‘Butterflies’ )




Butterflies depend upon Us
by Leonard D. Hilley, 111 |

if you are a mémber of the Lepidopterist’'s Society, you
have, no doubt, read the on-going debate between collec-
tors and non-collectors. - The issue of whether we should
collect or not collect has overshadowed the true criterion
that we members should observe. A lot more responsibility
on each member’s part should begin this spring.

In spite of all that can be stated, the heated debate will con-

.-tinue, and the finger-pointing will not solve anything. Have

- -such instigations put an end to the deforestation of the
South American rainforests? Have the federal laws stopped
aching? ' Sadly, the answer is no. But we shouldn’t give
- up, simply because the results diminish hope. However,
~ theres a lot that we can do.-

Conservation of the rainforests in South America is import-
ant, .and every mean for preservation should be applied.
Notwithstanding, this is not a major issue. The real problem
is in our backyard, and we don't seem to be doing anything
to alleviate the situation. while one side vows thai nets
should be banned, and the other vehemently defends its
position to collect, both miss the real issue.

We seem to be blinded to the damage being inflicted upon
our environment in the U.S., and that the Lepidopteran envi-
ronment is suffering here, t0o. Every year | see dozens of
people planting flowers to attract butterflies, only to see
fewer and fewer species visit their garden. People ask why
butterflies seem to be disappearing at an alarming rate. To
be honest and straightforward, the disappearance is not
from overcoliecting, as some may insist. More butterflies
are slaughtered upon the highways against the grills of vehi-
cles than are captured by nets. The absence of butterflies
occurs for one reason - loss of habitat.

Rather than simply planting flowers, why not research the
foodplants that the larvae of butterflies use and plant those
among your flowers. Although some of the foodplants are
herbaceous “weeds”, they are necessary for the next gener-
ation of Lepidoptera to succeed. Clover, crown-vetch, and
carrots are three plants that are attractive to many species
of butterflies as foodplants. Asclepsia (milkweeds) and
Viola (violets) are good to attract Monarchs and various
Speyeria (Fritillaries) species.

Nothing distresses a Lepidopterist more than a two-acre
“goif course” with a house planted in the center of the green,
but otherwise barren ground. A lawn without shrubbery or
trees is actually a disgrace as the landscape has nothing to
offer nature. | prefer to call these lawns “green deserts”
because they are wastelands.

I challenge you this year to research the foodplants of
Kentucky butterflies and plant these with your flowers.

Then, | ask that you make it an obsession to list all the
species you see into a journal throughout the spring and
summer. Check the foodplants for larvae and if you see
them, count them. At the end of the season, you will be
thankful and fee! satisfied that you contributed to the future
of Kentucky Lepidoptera.

Ed. note: Leonard is a student at Morehad State University,
and welcomes your comments: Leonard D. Hilley, 1il, UPO
427, Morehead State University, Morehead, KY 40351.

WorKshops-Conferences

Biology of Butterflies and Moths -
The 1997 Lepidoptera WorKshop

June 30-July 8, 1997
Nature Place and Pike’s Peak Research Station
Florissant, CO
Cost: Adults $745 per adult double occupancy
Youth 5-15 years $530
Under 5 no charge
Academic Credit: 2 hours grad or under-grad level avail -
able through the University of Colorado. Or sign up for
undergrad research or independent study, or grad level of
same, at the University of Louisville,
Enroliment: Send $100 deposit and completed form to:
Dr. Boyce Drummond, The Nature Place, P. O. Box
167, Florissant, CO 80816
1-719-689-9720 or e-mail pprs@aol.com
Instructors: Dr. Drummond
Dr. Tom Emmel, 1-352-392-5894
tcemmel@nerv.nerdc.ufl.edu
Dr. Charles V. Covell, Jr., 1-502-852-6771
cvcove01@ulkyvm.louisville.edu
Regisiration forms available from the above instructors.

Society for the Preservation of Natural
}[zis'tor_y Collections
1997 Annual M eeting

The 12th annual meeting of the SPNHC will be hosted by
The Natural History Museums Council at the Wisconsin
Union theater and Main Lounge, University of Wisconsin-
Madison, July 8-11.

Field Trips: Taliesin - The Frank Lloyd Wright Home and
Studio, Spring Green, WI; Milwaukee Public Museum
"Butterflies Alive!"-Steigleder Special Exhibits.

Contact:

Local Arrangements® Steven J. Krauth, 1-608-262-0056;
FAX.608-262-3322; email: krauth@entomology.wisc.edu)
Workshop: Beth Merritt, 1-513-345-8508; FAX:513-345-
8501; email: 74437.462@compuserve.com

Registration: CALS Outreach Services, 1-608-263-1672
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The Kentucky Lepidopterst Newsletter is published quarterlydanuar{/, April, July, and 0 ciober.
Memership dues are $10.00 annually, payable atthe Annual Meeting in November.
The organization is open 1o ail interested in Lepidoptera.
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