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SUMMER FIELD MEETING AT BIG
BLACK MOUNTAIN
THE WEEKEND OF JULY 6,7 & 8

A summer field meeting is planned for the weekend of July 6,7&8 in the Black
Mountain area of Harlan County. It has been a over ten years since we last
visited the area. We will be looking for two species in particular, Polygonia
faunus smythii and Polygonia progne. There are only a few records of Polygonia
progne from the state and P. faunus smithii has not been recorded from the
state. We will also be looking for Erora laeta and Speyeria diana. In the 1970',
Erora laeta was reported on numerous occasions and in the years of 1977, 1978
and 1979, it was almost common.

The meeting will begin late Friday afternoon. We will meet at the summit of
Black Mountain at 6:30PM and will operate a UV light system for moths along
the access road on the summit. We will also set out a number of light traps on
Black Mountain and at Kingdom Come State Park. We will have a number of
bait traps set out for the targeted Polygonia species. The Society has obtained
a collecting permit for Kingdom Come State Park. Please note that all specimens
collected in the park must be deposited in the University of Louisville
collection.

At the time of this writing, access to Black Mountain remains in question.
However, we expect to work out the problem and have access to the mountain
top by the time of the meeting.

We will meet again on Saturday morning at 9:00AM in the picnic area of
Kingdom Come State Park. There will be signs with the Society logo to direct
you to the picnic area. We will explore the top of Black Mountain for Erora
laeta and the base of the Virginia side of the mountain for Speyeria diana. We
will also seek out new areas to the west of the Town of Cumberland and access
to the top of Black Mountain at Morris Gap. We will return to the top of Black
Mountain around 4:00PM to search again for Erora laeta.
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We will again set out light traps on Saturday night and operating several UV
light systems in the Black Mountain area. The beautiful green sphingid, Darapsa
versicolor can be found on Black Mountain. (Cont. on Pg.#8)
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We will make plans for Sunday during the day on
Saturday. However, we will meet again at 9:00AM at the
picnic area in Kingdom Come State Park.

Please remember to follow the
signs with the logo of Society of
Kentucky Lepidopterists. This
should be a great field meeting.
Plan to attend.
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DIRECTIONS TO BLACK MOUNTAIN AREA

From Lexington/Louisville: Follow I-75 south to Exit
38. Turn left and follow the signs to the Daniel Boone
Parkway. Travel across the Daniel Boone Parkway to
Hazard. Turn right on Route 15. Follow Route 15
approximately 10 miles to Route 7. Turn right on Route
7 and travel approximately 10 miles to Route 699. Turn
right on Route 699 and travel approximately 8 miles to
Route 463. Turn Left and Follow Route 463 into
Cumberland. From Cumberland, follow Route 160 to the
top of Black Mountain. Or, to Kingdom Come State
Park, east on US 119 and then follow the signs to the
park. Look for the Society of Kentucky Lep. Logo signs.

If you have bait traps and light traps, please bring them
with you. If you need bait for your bait traps, or
additional information on the meeting, contact Leroy C.
Koehn at: 502-570-9123. We will have fruit and flesh
baits for the target Polygonia species. Also, if you have
Sesiid moth pheromone traps, we encourage you to bring
them. We could possibly take several state records.

There are numerous motels and restaurants in the
- Cumberland area.

VOL. 27 NO.2 PG.# 8

17TH ANNUAL JULY 4TH
BUTTERFLY COUNT

Join us for a day at Horner Bird and Wildlife Sanctuary
in Oldham Co., KY on Sat. June 30 for the 17th annual
July 4th Butterfly Count. This program was begun by
the Xerces Society and later came under the auspices of
NABA (North American Butterfly Association). As in
the past the field trip will be led by Charlie Covell. If
interested call him at: 502-852-5942, or email:
covell@louisville.edu. No experience is necessary, just
an interest in butterflies. It is a good opportunity to learn
to identify many common species. For those who want
to use them, nets will be provided. If you want to be
named in the report, please provide $3.00. We will meet
at 9:30 AM at the "General Store" at Brownsboro, K.
That is now a restaurant, and the only public business
there. To reach the meeting site, get of Rt. I-71 at Exit
14 and drive north less than a mile to the parking lot on
your right. If it is rainy on Saturday, we will have the
count on Sunday, July 1, weather permitting.

LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY
4™ OF JULY
BUTTERFLY COUNT
SATURDAY, JULY 14, 2001

Join us for the Lexington, Kentucky butterfly count on
Saturday, July 14 as part of the 27th annual July 4th
Butterfly Count. This program was begun by the Xerces
Society and later came under the auspices of NABA
(North American Butterfly Association). This butterfly
count has been held since 1997. The county leader will
be Mike Flynn. We will meet at the University of
Kentucky Arboretum Parking Lot by KIOSK at
9:00AM. For additional information and directions,
contact Mike Flynn at 502-277-2707. No experience is
necessary, just an interest in butterflies. It is a good
opportunity to learn to identify many common species.
Kindly note; our policy is to field identify butterflies, we
net sparingly to identify, releasing unharmed.

A fee of $3.00 will be collected from each count
participant to defray printing cost of forms and program
costs. Those under 12 and garden watchers do not pay
the fee. Garden watchers may telephone their reports to
Mike Flynn at: 502-277-2707
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EASY TO USE SESIID
TRAPS

by |
LEROY C. KOEHN

Collecting Sesiid moths has never be an easy task, even
after the introduction of pheromones. I tried several
times to collect them with rather poor results. I faithfully
pinned a pheromone strip to my net and hat before
venturing out in the field to collect. This did help me see
a few of these bugs, however, by the time I recognized
one as a Sesiid, it would almost vanish instantly. In
1982, Dave Baggett introduced me to a sticky trap for
Sesiids. Its principles were similar to a sticky trap for
flies and just as effective. (See Southern Lep. News Vol.
8 # 2) I really got stuck on and with Sesiids. I became
rather frustrated in my attempts to remove delicate sesiid
moths intact from the stickum material on the trap. Even
once removed the moths had to be cleaned in a solvent
and immediately mounted. Some how after all that, they
lost some of their looks.and in the end.my. patience.

While attending the field meeting of the Southern
Lepidopterists Society in 1988, the late Hermann
Flaschka introduced me to a new and easy to use Sesiid
trap that is inexpensive and readily available from a
supplier. This is a kill type trap that leaves the
specimens in excellent condition. The traps are made of
durable plastic that will last for many years (See Fig.
#1,2 &3). I started using these traps in my yard in Coral
Springs, Florida and collected 11 species, and Coral
Springs was an asphalt and concrete city. I have been
using these traps ever since. Even when I travel on
business, 1 put several traps in my suitcase and place
them around the hotel were I would stay. I would always
take several species.

There are two styles of traps available, Multi-Pher#1 and
Universal Moth Trap. Both are funnel type traps. The
Multi-Pher #1 (Fig.#1 & 2) is designed specifically for
Sesiid moths (Clearwing borers), the trap is green and
white in color and can be easily hung from a small limb
or branch. The Universal Moth Traps (Fig.#3) are also
excellent for Sesiids. The trap is available in a number
of colors, however, the all green trap is easy to conceal
and rather difficult for unwanted eyes to find. When 1
first began trapping Sesiids in 1989, there were only
three pheromone lures available.

Today there are over a dozen. The traps and pheromones
are available from Great Lakes IPM, 10220 Church
Road NE, Vestaburg, MI 48891. Website: www.glipm
.com, the Website has picture of the traps and lists of
pheromones and other supplies for Sesiid traps. E-mail
address is: glipm@nethawk.com. Or write to the above
address for a free catalog.

Fig. #1
Multi-pher#1

Fig. #2
Universal Moth Trap
Solid Green

The Sesiid moths of
Kentucky are poorly
recorded. You could greatly
increase our knowledge of
the secretive moths just by
using these traps and
pheromones.

Cut away view
Multipher #1.

The following species of Sesiid moths are known from

Kentucky (Covell, 1999). Parathrene asilipennis, P.
dolli, P.simulans, Vitacea polistiformis, V. scepsiformis,

Euhagena emphytiformis, Nelittia cucurbitae,,
Synanthrdon _acerrubri, S. scitula, S. pictipes, S.

rilevana, S. acerni, S. dominicki, S.pyri, S.arkensasensis
S.exitiosa, Podosesia aureocincta, P. syringae, Carmenta
bagsiformis, C. corni, C. ithicae, C. pyralidiformis, and
Alcathoe caudata. There are more than a dozen species
that should ocgur in Kentucky and have yet not yet been
reported. : -
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